Responsiveness of the patient's perception of hemodialysis scale.
To assess hemodialysis (HD) patients' physical health, social supports, psychosocial well-being and the interrelationship among patients' experiences, demographics, illness characteristics, and biochemical indicators of health. To determine responsiveness of the Patient's Perception of Hemodialysis Scale (PPHS) to change in health status and critical events. Using a longitudinal design HD patients (n = 85) were assessed at two time periods. Data analysis included measures of central tendency and tests of difference to assess interrelationships and responsiveness of the PPHS. There were no significant changes in PPHS's subscales scores between measurement times or groups based on demographic variables. Significant differences were found in the number of co-morbid illnesses, illness severity, albumin, and urea reduction. The Psychosocial Distress subscale varied significantly in relation to time on HD, reason for admission to hospital, and number of admissions. Physical Health scores were significantly different for subgroups divided by illness, illness severity, number of illnesses, age, albumin and reason for admission. PPHS subscale mean scores were responsive to positive events in the predicted direction most of the time and appeared to have had more of an effect on the PPHS scores than negative critical events. The PPHS is responsive to a change in physical health and positive critical events, but results were unsubstantiated for patient's reaction to negative critical events. The PPHS is reliable, valid, and responsive to physical changes and positive critical events. This instrument offers health care professionals a viable method for assessing important factors capable of predicting quality outcomes.